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from Australasia to Vancouver; and the trading post which
was established at Nootka Sound, as the result of his call
there in April, 1778, was considered by Pitt to be worth
risking a war with Spain in 1789. Marx was a German and
Das Kapltal shows it, for the German is a continental and
has had but little experience of the conditions prevailing in
the life of a ship, with its strange admixture of discipline
and affection. The morale of the Navy and Mercantile
Marine defies the stilted logic of Marxian rebellion.
Endeavour and Resolution had as sister ships Adventure and
Discovery. Metaphorically they were the big four of the
second British Empire; and some examples of what they
accomplished overseas may not be out of place.
The record, indeed, is not without its seamy side. For
among the fundamental concepts of political science is that
of a quality and its perversion, and it is found in economic
history also. Few students of Tudor and early Stuart
England can fail to admire the great Elizabethan codes of
wage regulation and apprenticeship, but as we follow them
into the eighteenth century, they degenerate either into
non agenda or appanages of poor relief. And similarly in the
external field, save that here the qualities and perversions
were coeval and the latter were finally suppressed.
Quality           Exploration      Trade         Colonisation
Perversion       Exploitation      Piracy        Penal Settlement
Of piracy the Government was never openly guilty, but to
the end it was unrepentant of the evil of penal settlement, for
which it alone was responsible. Exploration and trade it
supported keenly, and England as an island power exploited
little and pirated much. Aggressive trading, a chastened
form of piracy, was the keynote of mercantilism in action,
but in this England suffered from two defects. Her ships,
strangely enough, were inferior to those of Europe and Asia,
and her typical products, until she acclimatised Indian
cottons, were unwanted in the tropics, the most lucrative
theatre of trade. What she had for export was enterprise
and courage. Mr. C. N. Parkinson develops this thought
with reference to Trade in the Eastern Seas (1793-1813), and
shows convincingly that the material and equipment of the